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of soup and j, cup of wine, I suppose, and so wouldn't invite me to
dinner." When his sweethcai t kisses him, he says, " I wondei if you
really do love me so in youi heart."
A bore is the sort of fellow who, the moment you open your mouth,
tells you that your remarks aie idle, that he knows all about it, and if
you'll only listen, you'll soon find out. Asyou attempt to make answer,
he suddenly breaks in with such interruptions as : " Don't forget
what you were about to say"—"That reminds me"—"What an
admirable thing talk is ! "—" But, as I omitted to mention "—" You
grasp the idea at once "—" I was watching this long time to see
whether you would come to the same conclusion as myself." In
phrases like this he's so fertile that the person who happens to meet
him cannot even open his mouth to speak.l
Hall regarded Theophrastus as primarily a moral philosopher,
one of " the divines of the old heathens," who " received the acts
of an inbred law, in the Sinai of nature, and delivered them with
many expositions to the multitude." 2 That is, Hall thought him a
moralizing Puritan like himself, and in his own characters assumed
that he was following in the footsteps of his original without devia-
tion. But Theophrastus was not a moralist in his disciple's sense of
the word, nor was he a preacher. Charactery to him was simply
a branch of natural history : he was, as Sainte-Beuve phrases it, " a
botanist of minds." 3 What instantly strikes the modern who reads
him is his neutrality, his complete detachment. If he thought that
his delineations might lead to the recognition of faults and their
amendment, he dropped no hint that this was his object or expecta-
tion. No doubt he was spurred in some measure by the impulse to
satirize : his choice of vices and foibles instead of more sterling
qualities is proof of it. But he carefully dissembled any malicious
bias, and let his flatterers, cowards, braggarts, fools, cads, boors, and
backbiters expose their own infirmities, without wasting an adjective
in reproof or derision,4
1	The Characters of Theophrastus: a Translator.   With Introduction by C. C
Bennett and W. A. Hammond, New York, 1902.
2	"A Premonition of the Title and Use of Characters'' (Characters of Pet tees
and Ftces).
3	He was the founder of the science of Botany (see G. S. Gordon, Engltsk
Literature and the Classics, Oxford,  1912, pp. 49-86.   "Theophrastus and his
Imitators'').
4	Professor G. S. Gordon takes a different view from that accepted here.   He
says. "The English Character," 1 conclude, " is in the mam a by-product ot the

